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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Conservation Commission 

Meeting Minutes of August 14, 2017 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a meeting of the Conservation Commission was held on Monday August 14, 2017 at 7 PM in the Selectmen 
Meeting Room. 
 
With a quorum present, Mr. Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7 PM.  
Commissioners present: Philip Colarusso, Chair; Robert Burnett; Chris Gajeski; Leo Maestranzi; Michael Novak; Malcolm 
Reid (a 7:05 pm); Asma Syed 
Also present: Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Continued Public Hearings 
 
Notice of Intent (NOI) DEP 326-0363 
Continued from July 24, 2017 
Applicant: Pamela and Yianni Katsiris 
Consultant: Griffin Engineering Group LLC 
Location: 21 Longfellow Road (Assessors Map 7, Lot 52).   
Project: Construction of a single-family residence with associated driveway, utilities, grading and landscape modifications 
within jurisdictional proximity to the Wetland Resource Areas located at 21 Longfellow Road, Wenham  
Present: Michael Paige, Griffin Engineering and Pam Katsiris, applicant  
 
Mr. Paige reviewed the recent changes on Revised Plan Sheet NOI -1 and NOI-2 dated 5.3.17 stamped submitted August 2, 
2017 to show the changes as discussed at the last meeting on July 24, 2017. 
The Chairman asked the Commission for questions/ comments.  
Mr. Gajeski was concerned with the area identified in orange on the map within the 200-foot buffer zone and reiterated this 
area should be avoided.  He also observed that there was no limitation defined for the limit of work on the plans as requested.  
The applicant pointed out that only minor grading is proposed within the 200-foot buffer zone and that National Grid would 
determine if a utility pole would be needed in this area.   
Mr. Gajeski explained a restoration plan requires species native to the area be used to recreate habitat space. He went on to say 
that the landscape plan with 75 shrubs was a mix of hybrid and cultivar plants and asked that the applicant speak with her 
consultant for restoration plants specific to this site; Mr. Gajeski agreed to review the revised list. 
Regarding the concern for the restoration area, the engineer confirmed the no disturb bounds on the garage side of the plan 
and to amend the plantings to be representative of native species of the area.  
Ms. Syed maintained the project (dwelling) was too big for the lot and has not been modified sufficiently to minimize the 
impact to the area. She went on to say that the proposal to remove the existing structure and remediate for credit to build in a 
different portion of the buffer zone had no basis in the bylaw.  Citing this is new construction abutting wetlands and pleasant 
pond the bylaw should be enforced and supported the Commissioner decline the application for a permit.  
Mr. Maestranzi opined that the mitigation was above and beyond the impact to the wetlands and he supported the plan and 
would vote in favor. 
Mr. Colarusso recognized that this is a difficult decision noting the site is not in good shape and denying the permit is not 
going to change this, and in the interest in improving the site, would support the application. 
 
The hearing was open to the public. 
Linda Medeiros, Longfellow Road referred to the draft conditions #28 that appears to give the applicant the discretion to do 
more removal of trees and do work on Oak Street which is a completely undisturbed area on private property. 
The Chairman clarified that the limit of work does not trump private property. 
Lester Plummer’s step son, spoke about his concerns with the erosion that is already happening as a result of the tree removals 
which would escalate when the tree roots are removed.  He suggested construction machinery cannot move around the area 
without exceeding the limit of work shown on the plan.  He also noted that this was an old dump area in the 40’s & 50’s and 
trash is being disturbed and cascading down the hill toward Pleasant Pond including broken glass. 
Mr. Gajeski reiterated that plans should be approved when they are final and asked that the hearing be continued to allow for 
National Grid’s decision regarding the pole to be included on the plan. The Commissioners preferred the utility pole be 
located out of the buffer zone if possible and for the limit of work to be the property line plus 3 feet. 
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During the discussion to continue the hearing, it was determined there may not be a quorum for the next regular meeting of 
the Commission.  Ms. Katsiris then requested the Commissioners to continue the hearing to the first meeting in September. 
Vote: Mr. Reid moved, and it was seconded, at the applicant’s request to continue the hearing for 21 Longfellow Road to a date certain of September 
11, 2017 at 7 pm in town hall. The motion carried by majority vote of 4 to 1. 
 
Administrative Business 
  
Continued Administrative Hearing (Continued from July 24, 2017) – 21 Longfellow Road – Pamela and Yiannis Katsiris – 
Possible violation for tree clearing within Conservation Commission jurisdiction.  
The Chairman asked Ms. Katsiris if she had given any thought to donating to the Wenham Tree fund. Ms. Katsiris responded 
that she had not and was “not feeling very generous tonight” and left the meeting. 
Vote: Mr. Gajeski moved to continue the hearing to continue the administrative hearing for 21 Longfellow Road to a date certain of September 11, 
2017 at 7 pm in Town Hall. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Wenham Pines - Discuss possible modifications to the road bridge design (which crosses the wetlands) to exceed the local 
bylaw exceed the allowed fill by 6 % or 160 sq. ft. of fill in a wetland. The proposed modification has been requested after the 
Commission approved the permit and the vote of the Commission must be conducted in a public hearing.  
Attorney Miranda Gooding, Glovsky & Glovsky, was present for the applicant. 
Engineer Vaclav Talacko, Hancock Associates was present and spoke to proposed modification to the bridge crossing and 
explained that in order to meet safety standards for the guard rails inside the bridge the road must be made wider to stabilize 
the infrastructure in the event of an impact; additional fill would be required. The work will not inhibit any storm water flow 
or storm water storage.  Mr. Talacko went on to say multiple revisions were considered and the proposed plan is the most 
reasonable and referenced a plan dated 8.9.17  
After questioning the engineer regarding the proposed revision, Mr. Novak asked for additional information of other options 
considered by the engineer to resolve this issue without exceeding the bylaw citing his concern this could reduce water volume 
upstream. This information is to be provided for the public hearing. 
Mr. Gajeski asked for the calculations in volume, not square footage and observed that this would be an amendment to Order 
of Conditions already issued. 
 
The Conservation Commissioners signed the Conservation Restriction. This document is also to be signed by the Planning 
Board and the Board of Selectmen. Attorney Gooding noted there is a three-month waiting period for review at the State 
level.  An interim document may be needed. 
 
Sign Determination for 115 Pleasant Street 
After the site visit to Pleasant/ Oak Street, the area proposed for grading was larger than thought and the applicant has been 
informed that a Notice of Intent would be required to do the proposed grading with plans from an engineer. The Applicant 
was also told to submit a landscape plan to provide the species and location of the trees planted.  
Rather than submit an NOI, the applicant reduced the grading to just be level with the gravel and not build a retaining wall. 
 
Discuss Revisions to Wenham Water Resources Protection Bylaw and Regulations  
This agenda item was deferred to a future meeting.   
 
Approve July 24, 2017 Meeting Minutes  
Vote: Mr. Reid moved to approve the minutes of July 24, 2017 as edited and it was unanimous to do so.  
 
 
The Commission unanimously adjourned at 8:38 pm 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
8.18.17 


